ARROWHEAD IMPROVEMENTS ASSCOCIATION, INC
ANNUAL OWNERS’ MEETING MINUTES
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 2015 2:00 PM
ARROWHEAD FIREHOUSE

Pledge of Allegiance: Veteran Jim Burrichter led the Pledge.
Call to Order:
President Mike Wigent called the Owner’s meeting to order at 2:00 PM.
Board Members Present:
President Mike Wigent, Vice President John Moseman, Secretary Kathy Krohn, Treasurer Al Hale, Tim
Carlson, and Curt Treichel were present. A quorum was established.
Treasurer’s Report:
Al’s report is attached to minutes.
President’s Report:
Mike’s report is attached to minutes.
John Krall Committee Award Announcement:
Bob Hernandez presented John Moseman with the 2015 John Krall award for all his dedication to the
community.
Reports:
All reports are attached to minutes.
Fire Department Report:
Jim’s report is attached to the minutes
Introduction of 2015 Board of Director’s Candidates:
Lindy introduced all the candidates: Dale Breckenridge, Tim Carlson, Bob Hernandez, Bridget Isle, Nick
Garreffa and Kathy Krohn
Owner Comments:
Don LaForge encouraged owners as they prepare their cabin for winter and to donate can goods to the
Gunnison Food Bank. There is a container at firehouse for these goods.
Volunteers are still needed for the fire department. Whether you are up here even for a few weeks or all
summer and winter, help is needed for first responders and fire fighters. Contact Jim Gelsomini if you have
any questions.
Clean up day is Saturday the 22nd not the 29th. Lunch will be served at 12:00 PM at firehouse.
Board Announcements:
None
Adjournment:
Mike adjourned the meeting at 2:50. There was a short recess before the Board Meeting started.
Kathy Krohn,
Secretary

ANNUAL ARROWHEAD FOREST MANAGEMENT REPORT
August 2014 to August 2015

The Arrowhead forest has numerous challenges including being overstocked with trees, bark beetles in
Douglas fir, spruce and subalpine fir, several diseases in aspen, and the spruce bud worm that continues
to effect the new growth on conifers. However, in comparison to other forests in Colorado and around
the west the Arrowhead forest is healthier than most. There are many aspects to the Arrowhead forest
management program that have occurred in the last year and are summarized below.
Insects and Disease
Douglas fir and spruce beetles are both at epidemic levels in western Colorado. The Arrowhead
community put up over 11,000 MCH (beetle repellent packs) on 165 lots and portions of community
property. The MCH packs continue to be our primary defense against the Douglas fir beetle. The
number of trees killed by Douglas fir beetle has remained about the same the last three years, although
the problem has moved to some new locations. The number of trees killed by spruce beetles has
increased this year. Generally these are scattered individual trees and would still be considered at
endemic levels at Arrowhead.
Subalpine fir are attacked by several insects and diseases. They are generally a shorter lived tree and
will continue to die in fairly high numbers.
There are several areas of Sudden Aspen Decline in the community the number of those areas appear to
be increasing. Because aspen also have several different types of rot, that makes them very susceptible
blowing over. These are by far the most common trees that green tree removal permits are written for.
In addition to trees removed from private lots there have been 37 beetle infested trees removed from
community property and an additional 60 dead and hazardous trees removed along roads so far in 2015
at a total cost of $650. The list of people that accomplish this work is too long to mention here but
some need special mention. There are the 30 or more people that participate in the community clean
up days and also help with other special situations. The contractors that not only do work on private
lots but frequently donate their time and equipment for work on common land. These include a Son
and His Dad Landscaping (Jerry Fresques and son), Gary Moore, Tree Specialist (Ken Doss and Will
Hobson), Nick Garraffa and Eric Johnson. Donny Squirrell has equipment that can handle very large
trees and donates his time to remove trees that the average person can not handle. Will Hobson
frequently runs the end loader while I cut trees along roads.
Spruce Bud Worm
Although the effects from spruce bud worm are less than last year, they continue to effect the new
growth on conifers. Although a few small trees may be killed the primary effect is deformed tops on
larger trees. Time will tell, but the spruce bud worm should taper off the next few years.
Mitigation and Defensible Space
While many people have done an excellent job in this area, the community as a whole has a lot of work
to do. While thinning the forest and removing dead and down material is very important for fire

protection, this work is equally important for maintaining a healthy forest that can more readily
withstand the effects of insects and disease.
Forest Refuse Site
Use of the site continues to go well with only a few exceptions. Although the size of the pile is down
somewhat from a couple years ago, the pile appears to be headed for the 80,000 cubic foot size that
was reached last year.
Will Hobson continues to push up the pile every few weeks and the Arrowhead Volunteer Fire
Department will again burn the pile this winter.
Grants
Defensible space has been completed on one lot so far this year using a grant from the Western Region
Wildfire Council. An additional 4 projects are expected to be completed by the end of the year using
this program.
One of the grant contractors has a self-loading logging truck that may be utilized to remove additional
dead trees along filing roads.
Fire Wise Community
Because of the overall work of the Arrowhead community with Forest Management, Design Review and
the Arrowhead Volunteer Fire Department, Arrowhead achieved recognition in 2015 as a Fire Wise
Community.
The Future
While Arrowhead continues to hold its own against bark beetle attacks on Douglas fir and spruce, the
forestry experts with the State and Federal agencies are all very pessimistic about the near future of the
these tree species in Southwest Colorado. The detailed tree by tree management of the Arrowhead
forest has been successful so far in preventing wide spread effects but the cost of that detailed
management can be expected to increase over the next few years.

Bill Conway
AIA Forest Representative

