
November 11, 2011

AMERICA’S VETERANS  
HERE AT ARROWHEAD, DON’T BE SURPRISED IF THAT ARMY, NAVY, AIR 
FORCE,  OR COAST GUARD HERO IS YOUR FRIEND AND NEIGHBOR....

No matter what your political leanings- all Americans 

know and support the United States Armed Forces. And here at 

Arrowhead, we are proud to have many military members living 

beside us.  From a Word War ll veteran, to our youngest, 

and most recent, veteran of the current conflicts in Iraq and 

Afghanistan, Sarah Mills, Arrowhead proudly represents 

all branches and all the recent military involvements. 

Some did their duty in Vietnam, 

some were lucky enough to see the world, 

some met future spouses and one was even 

a “Yank... over there”! 

We take this opportunity to salute each of you and to tell 

you how very proud we are to live with you.

Thank you... this Veterans’ Day and every day.
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ARMY

Steve Isle was 
in ROTC while  
attending school at 
University of 
California Davis, 
then full time active 
duty in the Army 
serving in Vietnam 

from October 1968 
to October 1969.  
After returning 
home, he enlisted 
in the California 
Army National 
Guard as a full time 
flight instructor, 

flying helicopters.  
He also was the 
State Safety Officer 
for the State of 
California.  Steve 
retired as
a Lieutenant 
Colonel. 

Stephen Isle, 

at the controls of his 
UH-1 Iroquois, 

(the venerable 
“Huey”)ST
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ARMY

Jerry Irvin joined 
up and became 
a member of the 
U.S. Army 
Ordnance Corps, 
stationed at 
Aberdeen 

Proving Ground 
in Aberdeen, 
Maryland. He 
was at Aberdeen 
from 1958 until 
he finally went 
inactive  1965. 

Jerry still holds 
the permanent 
rank of Captain 
in the Ordnance 
Corps.

Captain Jerry 
Ervin was a proud 

member of the United 
States Ordnance 

Corps
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Air Force

Val and Karla 
Taylor started with 
the Air Force in 
1961 and finally 
hung it up after 
27 years.  Val got 
to fly both as a 
navigator and 
pilot (AFSC for Air 
Force types) for 
most of his career, 
with not too much 
flying a desk.  
They had family 
tours in Japan and 
Germany and Val 
had a couple of 
tours in Vietnam.  

All were great 
times, except 
when folks were 
shooting at you!  
Val spent a lot of 
his flying time as 
an instructor, 
which was very 
gratifying to him.  
He flew mostly 
jets and that was 
literally a kick in 
the pants.
The Taylor’s 
career started in 
the AFROTC unit 
at the University 
of Northern 

Colorado in 
Greeley.  Val 
finished the four 
year program 
there and then 
went on to flight 
schools.  
Their last active 
duty assignment 
was right back to 
the same AFROTC 
unit which Val had 
started at, only 
this time he got to 
be the Professor 
of Air Science.  He 
retired after that 
tour of duty.

Veteran Val 
Taylor and what 
he enjoys doing 

now!
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ARMY

Besides being one 
of the newest AIA 
Board members, 
Larry is retired 
Army. He entered 
service in 1968. He 
spent all but one 
year in the Army 
Veterinary Corps. 
He says his most 

interesting 
assignment was at 
the American 
Embassy in 
Belgrade 
Yugoslavia from 
1975-1977. While 
serving there he 
got to meet 
President Ford and 

National Security 
Advisor and 
Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger at 
Titoʼs residence.
Larry retired from 
the Army in1994 as 
Colonel.

Larry met his wife, 
Heide, while stationed 

in Germany!
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AIR FORCE

Craig went in the 
Air Force in 1965 
as an Airman 
Basic, Lackland 
AFB Texas for 6 
weeks of basic 
then on to 
technical training 
as an Aircraft 
Mechanic.  His 
first Duty Station 
was Glasgow 
AFB Montana as 
a B-52 Crew 
Chief.  He was 
there for a little 
over two years 
with TDY to 
Guam and 
Okinawa off and 
on that entire 
time.  In 1968, 

Craig was 
transferred to 
Little Rock AFB 
Arkansas to a 
B-58 Ground 
Crew, where he 
stayed until 
separation later 
in 1968 as 
an E-4, A1C.  

Craig later 
transferred to 
the inactive 
Reserve until 
1970 when he 
signed up for 
active Reserve 
duty at March 
AFB California.  
He was 
promoted to E-5 
and E-6 before 

being 
commissioned in 
1981 to the 
grade of Captain 
and Maintenance 
officer where he 
served with the 
Idaho ANG.  

He was later 
promoted to 
Major in 1985 
and Lt Colonel in 
1995, the grade 
he retired at in 
2007, after 
nearly 42 years 
of service.  He 
also served as a 
Logistics Officer 
and Contracting 
Officer.
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Craig worked on 
the B-58, the first 

supersonic jet fighter 
capable of Mach 2 

flight
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Air Force

Randy retired as a Lt. 
Colonel in 1992 from 
the USAF after 23 
years of service.  He
was MOStly (that's an 
AF guy poking fun at 
the Army people) a 
pilot with some 
assorted non-flying 
jobs.                     
Randy served one 
year in SEA as a 
Forward Air

Controller, directing 
the dropping of 
ordinance on the Ho 
Chi Minh trail in
the fruitless/pointless 
effort to slow the flow 
of supplies into South
Vietnam.   

Another assignment 
was out of 
Sacramento flying a 
reconnaissance

version of the Boeing 
707 (WC135B)- trying 
to capture particles of 
radiation
from foreign nuclear 
tests for intelligence 
purposes and other 
times to get
photos of Soviet 
missile tests into the 
Pacific Ocean.

Randy Touslee 

in “the glamor shot” 
from Pilot Training in 

1970
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ARMY

Reinie 
Masanetz, 

in Ft. Benning, 
Georgia- 

ready to roll!
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Arrowheadʼs Security 
Manager, Reinie 
Masanetz, was 
drafted into the US 
Army in Germany! He 
joined the Combat 
Engineers for a one 
year tour in Vietnam. 
Once there, he 
worked all over the 
country. He especially 
remembers the 

Combat Engineers 
showing the ARVN 
how to use practically 
nothing to build 
apartments for the 
Vietnamese civilians. 
His being in the Army 
was a 3 year path to 
US Citizenship.  
In 1970, Reinie was 
stationed in Stuttgart, 
Germany near his old 

home of Ulm. Outside 
Stuttgart, Reinieʼ s 
unit help build a 
sportsplatz (sports 
fields) for a local 
village.
Reinie retired in 2003 
after 36 years, 6 
months of service in 
the Army, National 
Guard and Reserve.
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We were living in 

Hibbing, 
Minnesota  on my 
first job as a 
forester a8er 
gradua;ng from 
Steven F. Aus;n 
University in 
Nacogdoches, 
Texas.  I was 
dra8ed  and then 
enlisted in Dec. 
1966. Basic 
training and 
Advanced 
Individual training  
was in Ft Polk, La. 
Advanced clerk 
training at Ft 
Benjamin 
Harrison, 
Indianapolis,  
Indiana.  My first 
duty sta;on was 
at Ft Monroe, 
Virginia, HQ USA, 
Central Army 
Command.   Ft. 
Monroe has been 
recently establish 
as a Na;on 
Monument.  It 
was built by 

slaves as a pre 
Civil War fort  and 
is the only US fort 
with a moat.  My 
job there was a a 
a clerk in an office 
reassigning  
returning 
personnel from 
overseas.  I was 
transferred in 
January 1968 to 
Heidelberg, 
Germany to  HQ 
USAEUR and 7th 
Army.  My job was 
in the top secret 
control room for 
the Command.  In 
March of 1968 
our daughter, 
Gayle,  was born.  
I took a 3 month 
early discharge to 
return to college 
at SFAU.

       My father,  
Raymond Boulter, 
was a 1Lt in the 
US Army Air 
Corps.  His plane 
was shot down in 

November of 
1944 over 
Cologne Germany.  
He was flying a 
B17 loaded with 
bombs not yet 
dropped.  There 
was crew of 9 
men and all but 
the pilot, 
Raymond and the 
bombardier 
survived.  While 
we were in 
Germany, we 
traveled to  
Belgium.  There is 
an  American  
WW II cemetery 
there,  Henri 
Chappel l, and my 
father's name is 
on the wall of the 
missing.  More 
info can be found  
at  www.
303rdBGA.com   A 
cousin found this 
site and we added 
a picture of my 
father to the 
group.

http://www.303rdBGA.com
http://www.303rdBGA.com
http://www.303rdBGA.com
http://www.303rdBGA.com
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Air Force

Clyde models 
the latest in 

smoking
 (and drinking!) 

jackets!
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Clyde Vavrick was in 
the Air Force from 
1964 to 1968.  He 
did a one year tour 

in Viet Nam near Da 
Nang, at Monkey 
Mountain ,working 
on radio 

communications 
equipment.  He was 
also stationed in 
Texas for awhile. 
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Navy

Jim Burrichter 
aboard the 

USS Guadalupe 
AO-32
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Jim Burrichter was a 
Seaman 3rd Class 
serving aboard the 
USS Guadalupe 
AO-32, an oil taker off 
the coast of Viet Nam 
from 1965-1969.  The 
shipʼs primary job was 
to deliver fuel, food, 

ammo and stores to 
other ships. They did 
this while steaming 
along at 5 knots or so, 
never stopping. At 
times, they would 
even deliver people.  
Jim worked in the 
Operations Office, 

mainly in charge of all 
incoming and 
outgoing classified 
information, secret 
and top secret 
documents. He was 
also responsible for 
the inport duty roster.



Air Force

The Ignatows 
are a couple of 
Air Force 
veterans!  Bill 
was an Air 
Force 
Logistician 
who served 34 
years and 
Nancy was an

Administrative
/Protocol 

Specialist who 
served 28 
years.  

Both of the 
Ignatows 
served on 
Active Duty 
with the Air 
Guard and did 
short tours in 
various places. 
They were 

based at the 
Pentagon in 
Washington 
D.C. and at 
Lowrey AFB. 
Bill spent most 
of his last ten 
years on short 
tours in the 
Ukraine and in 
Germany.BI

LL
 &

 N
AN

CY
 IG

NA
TO

W
 

MSgt Nancy 
Ignatow assists in 

the promotion of  Lt 
Col Bill Ignatow
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Air Force

Sarah Mills, daughter 
of James and 
Kathleen Belgard, was 
in the Air Force for 
four years as a Sensor 
Operator for the 
Predator (drone), 
where she was 

classified as a 1N1 
(Intelligence - Imagery 
Analyst). Sarah left the 
military as an E-4. Her 
duty stations were 
Nellis Air Force Base 
in Las Vegas, Nevada, 
and she was deployed 

to Iraq in September 
of 2004.  And YES, 
Sarah made the height 
cut-off for the military 
at 58 inches (true 
story)!  

Sarah Mills 
channels singer Amy 

Winehouse at the Inn’s 
Halloween party, 

2009
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Army

Bob Hernandez joined 
the US Army in 1974 
when he entered the 
USMA at West Point. 
Upon graduating with 
an engineering degree 
in 1978, he went into 
the Adjuntant General 
Corps. First at Ft. 
Carson, then on to a  
tour in Korea.  He 
returned to the US 
where the Army sent 
him to Georgia Tech 

for his MS degree in 
Computer Science. He 
taught at West Point, 
helping set up the 
Academyʼs first 
school-wide computer 
system.  His next 
assignment was as 
Visiting Professor at 
University of Texas-
Austin. He attended 
the Naval War College 
in Rhode Island and 
received his MA in 

National Security & 
Defense Studies.

Bob continued his 
Army  career at the 
Pentagon and 
implimented the 
Armyʼs computer 
intranet system, Army 
Knowledge Online 
(AKO). 

Bob retired in 2000 as 
a Lieutenant Colonel.

Bob, as a young 
West Point 

Cadet .Graduation, 
June 1978
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Navy

Ron Treche proves 
that there is just 

something about a 
man in uniform!RO
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Ron Treche was a 
sailor in the Navy 
from 1953 to 1956.  
His job was working 
as in communications. 
Serving aboard the 

USS Goodrich rate 
ICFN   DDR831.   
Ronʼs ship assisted in 
the Suez Canal 
Blockade. Ron fondly 
remembers his shipʼs 

liberty on the  French 
Riviera!



[16]

Army
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Rich Ostrom, U.S, 
Army Ordnance 
March1961 to August 
1966.  M.O.S. 23T20 
Hawk Missile CW 
Radar Repair.  
Enlisted for 11 week 
electronics school, Ft 
Monmouth, NJ then 
36 week US Army 
Missile school, 
Redstone Arsenal, 
Huntsville, AL.
1962-63 Ascom, 
Korea.  Direct Support 
Detachment 
supported Hawk 
batteries along the 
DMZ.  White Sands 
Missile Range, NM 
63-64. Worked w/
Raytheon Engineering 
testing equipment 
upgrades.  1964 TDY 
to Ft. Bliss, TX  79th 
Missile Battalion 
(STRAC) Airmobile." 
Any where in the 
world in 72hrs"  
Ended TDY and 
returned to White 
Sands. (This was the 

period during the Gulf 
of Tonkin incident and 
the build up for Viet 
Nam.)  Sent to 
Landshut, Germany, 
255 Ordnance Det.
Direct Support for 
Hawk Batteries along 
the Czech border from 
East Germany to the 
Austrian border. 
European tour cut 
short to return to 
Redstone Arsenal to 
train new support 
units going to 
Southeast Asia. 
Separated at E-6 
August 1966 from 
Redstone Arsenal, AL.  
The Hawk was first 
fired in 1955 and 
entered service in 
1960.  Hawk is still in 
service with some 
NATO countries, 
Taiwan, Kuwait, Israel.

“While in Germany, I 
decided to separate 
there, so I bought a 
new Porsche, saved 

all my leave and 
separation pay, and 
was going to tour 
Europe for a couple of 
months before 
returning to the states.  
After only a year 
there, I received 
orders to return to 
Redstone within 10 
days.  I hurriedly 
shipped my Porsche 
from Bremen to 
Mobile, AL.  I beat my 
car home by two 
months.  I had about 
six months left to 
serve in the Army,  but 
had no chance for 
promotion because all 
the de-ranked WWII
Majors and Colonels 
trying to get their 30 
years in were filling all 
the E-7 slots for the 
next three years. So I 
became civilized!”

( Are you so sure of 
that, Rich?)



Navy
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Jim Carstens was in 
the Navy from 1952  
until 1956 and then in 
the Naval Reserve 
from 1956 until 
1960.He spent 6 
months in San Diego 
with a destroyer escort 
where he helped 

teach Sonar School. 
He then went to sea 
where he became the 
Captainʼs Telephone 
Talker... until he thrrew 
up all over the 
bridge.As the Medical 
Officer watched him 
hanging over the 

shipʼs rail, he took pity 
on Jim and told him 
that he could get him 
transfered too shore 
duty. He was sent to 
Kodiak, Alaska.

William O. Paine (Bill 
Paine) was in the 
naval Reserves in 

World War ll serving 
from March of 1943 
until  September of 

1945. His last rating 
was Aviation Cadet.



One final note from the editor.

I sat up in bed suddenly two nights ago with 
an AHA! moment- you know, those kind that often 
occur in the middle of a rather insomniac night?  
What was running through my head was that I 
needed to do something for our Arrowhead 
Veterans AND that I just bet that there were a lot 
of them hiding out there. That guy that helped 
clear the snowmobile trail? The cute waitress at 
the Inn? Friends from activities we all do each 
summer and those around the bonfire at Willow 
Park in winter? They deserved recognition!

But, too- Iʼd spent my career overseas with the 
Department of Defense Dependentsʼ Schools, 
teaching the kids of these military folks- and 
holding spouses hands as they struggled to get 
through their military spouses fourth or fifth 
deployment in Bosnia or the Middle East, missing 
childrenʼs births, birthdays and christenings, 
graduations and anniversaries  I even helped a 

few that had lost their military spouse in the war. 
Though I didnʼt walk in their shoes, I saw them 
doing it each and every day, and was in awe of 
the military membersʼ and familiesʼ strength, love 
and belief in Country and Duty.  Yes, I had to do 
something to give back.

I apologize for this being so spur of the 
moment, that it just didnʼt get to everyone and 
that it was a bit unorganized. Next year, I promise 
it will be better! I encourage ALL Arrowhead 
veterans to take part so that who you are and 
what you did for your Country will live on.

And so I thank each of you who participated 
this Veteransʼ Day in giving up your photos and 
memories to share with those of us who couldnʼt 
or chose not to go. I thank you for giving a part of 
your lives.  We owe you great honor.

Melissa Hernandez


