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August 2006 
 

Arrowhead Improvements Association 

 
                                             PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
                                                        Gary Keiser 
 
Log trucks are on the Alpine once again. Loggers are working on the Ridgestock timber 
contract, which was signed almost ten years ago. They are cutting on four separate sites of 
national forest above Arrowhead. We have been told that the hauling will be finished this fall, 
but they have already had two extensions. Be careful driving on the Alpine. 
 
Amendments to the Arrowhead Regulations were presented at the July Board meeting. These 
amendments are necessary to comply with the new Colorado law affecting home owners’ 
associations. Fortunately, none of the changes have a significant impact at Arrowhead. The 
Board will act on the changes at the August meeting. If you want to review the changes, ask the 
AIA office for a copy. 
 
The Fire District Committee has recommended the formation of a separate fire district  
for Arrowhead, after two alternatives were rejected by the Gunnison Fire Protection 
District. The fire department members also voted in favor of a separate fire district. Your 
Board has previously decided to obtain approval from all owners before proceeding with 
the formation of a separate district.  At the August meeting, the Board will decide whether to 
proceed with that vote. If we do proceed with a vote of owners, you will receive a ballot 
accompanied by a letter explaining the steps to be taken and costs involved, as well as the pros 
and cons. 
 
Mitigation of the extreme area above Evergreen Lake has been completed. Because of the 
steepness, the work was all done by hand, and the slash was cut into pieces and spread on the 
ground, as recommended by the Colorado State Forest Service. This mitigation was important to 
protect the Southwest corner of the subdivision, as the prevailing winds are from the southwest, 
and there is significant timber in that direction. 
 
This has been the wettest and coolest summer in the six years we have been at Arrowhead. 
While parts of the country have had record heat, we have been wearing jackets and dodging the 
daily showers. The result is a very green landscape and  full lakes. 
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                                            FIRE CHIEF’S LETTER 
                       Ron Benson 

 
In the past 7 weeks there have been 6 instances where people have called the Arrowhead emergency fire and 
medical phone number for what were routine questions or requests.  The emergency number, 862-
9911, is only to report a fire, vehicle accident, or medical emergency.  The non-emergency phone number for 
security is 862-8262.  Leave a message and security will call you back.   
 
The fire department membership voted at the August 2nd meeting on whether to start a separate Fire Protec-
tion District or remain part of the Gunnison Fire Protection District.  There are pros and cons to both options, 
but the members voted overwhelmingly to proceed with a separate district.  This is an important issue, and you 
will be hearing more about it in the future.   
 
The annual wildfire/evacuation drill was held on July 26, 2006.  This drill included the firefighters and the 
Firehouse Command groups of traffic control, medical, evacuation, and communications.  Overall the drill 
went well except for some communication problems and a few minor equipment issues.  Future meetings of 
the groups are planned to improve our procedures.  Volunteers are still needed for some of the groups.   With-
out volunteers, there would be no volunteer fire department.  Without a fire department at Arrowhead, home-
owner’s insurance would be very expensive.   
 
The monsoon rains have begun so Arrowhead is getting the benefit of plentiful rainfall which reduces our 
wildfire danger.  However, we still experience spells of dry windy weather which can dry out vegetation and 
topsoil in just a few days.  We need to guard against complacency and continue to practice safe campfire tech-
niques.  Also of note, when Gunnison County declares a fire ban, Arrowhead will comply and display our fire 
ban signs until the county’s fire ban is rescinded.   
 
The stump dump is growing almost daily as residents continue to clean their lots and create defensible space 
around their homes and campsites.  It is to each resident’s benefit to clear some of the common land adjacent 
to your lot because it reduces the chance a wildfire will spread from common land to your lot.  Large logs 
should not be piled and left on the side of the road.  It’s quite unsightly and can be a fire danger in drier condi-
tions.  You may offer the logs to your wood burning neighbors, but it is the lot owner’s responsibility to dis-
pose of these logs. 
 
A cement pump truck overturned just below the beaver slide on the Alpine Rd.  The truck was badly damaged 
and tied up traffic on the Alpine for hours.  Fortunately the driver was not seriously injured.  Excess speed 
probably played a role in this accident which could have been a disaster if oncoming traffic had been present.  

Use a lower gear to descend the beaver slide and save your brakes. 
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                                MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENTS 
                                                Paul McDermitt 
 
This summer has been a busy time for the Arrowhead community volunteers. Landscap-
ing around the new Arrowhead sign welcoming residents and visitors at the corner of the 
Alpine and Lake Road, has been completed. This beautiful addition is a credit to many 
individuals who volunteered their time, energy, materials and equipment. Special thanks 
to volunteers Doug and Mary Cockes, Martha Cook, J. R. Ellis, Will Hobson, Glen Isbell, 
Star and Eric Johnson, Pete Nauyokas, Dee Sedgewick, and Gerry and Mike Wigent 
whose efforts made this project possible. 
 
After several heavy windstorms this past winter and spring, there were numerous areas in 
Arrowhead where large trees had been blown down on the common area adjacent to the 
roads. On June 24, the area looked like an ant hill with volunteers working in teams to 
limb, cut up, load and haul much of the debris to the forest refuse disposal site (stump 
dump). Although this project was highly successful, there still are a number of trees which 
need to be removed. Residents are welcome to cut up these downed trees along the roads 
for firewood. A caution, however, make sure the trees are actually on common ground, 
not on a private lot. Limbs and branches which are cut from these trees must be hauled to 
the stump dump. Leaving them by the road is not only unsightly, but also creates a fire 
hazard. 
 
This time of year, we start seeing the summer growth of thistle. We encourage owners to 
work with the volunteers who annually spray these noxious weeds on common areas 
along the filing roads.. A community effort is needed to keep this noxious weed under 
control. Special thanks to Bruce and Marion McGoldrick who have been spraying the 
common areas along the roads. 
 
This fall, the trail up the valley at the bottom of Beaver Slide is going to be closed to al-
low for natural restoration. A sign will be posted, and the Board requests residents and 
visitors to cooperate with this restoration by not driving wheeled vehicles (ATVs, bicy-
cles, motorcycles, cars and trucks) on this trail. With everyone's cooperation, this trail will 
still be available for hikers and horseback riders, and will allow emergency access in the 
event of a wildland fire. 
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Security Notes 
Lindy Lindner 

 
It has been a wonderful summer on the mountain.  The wildflowers are just lovely 
and the grasses are lush and green. We are so fortunate to be able to spend time in 
such a beautiful place. 
 
Security has been quite busy with all the folks on the mountain this summer. They 
have issued/renewed nearly 300 fire pit permits, countless vehicle stickers and 
visitor passes in addition to their regular rounds. 
 
There have been a couple of accidents, primarily involving ATVs.  Fortunately, 
riders suffered scrapes, bruises and bumped heads, but no serious injuries.  Most 
of these accidents have involved children, under the age of 16, riding without 
adult supervision.   
For the safety and consideration of everyone, please do not ride ATVs off the 
filing roads, on private property, on the Alpine Road, or on the dams at the Flint 
Lakes and Hazel Lake. 
 
Arrowhead owners have access to the Flint Lakes, but the land surrounding the 
lakes is privately owned.  The owners have horses loose in the pasture.  They have 
asked that we stay in the area near the lakes and that we not try to pet or feed the 
horses.  They plan to put an electric fence around the parking area to keep the 
horses away from the vehicles. 
 
While updating records over the summer, we noticed that the list of numbered 
vehicle stickers for the winter parking lot is growing.  We need to remove the 
numbers for vehicles no longer using the lot.  If you have changed vehicles or 
snowmobiles, please let Security know which numbers are no longer valid so they 
can be removed from the list. 
 
Bids are being accepted for last year’s security snowmobile until August 17th.  If 
you are interested in submitting a bid, please send it to the AIA office: P.O. Box 
89, Montrose, Co. 81402 or aia@arrowhead1.com. 
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Health on the mountain 
Joyce Boulter 

This has been a delightful summer, with plenty of rain and cool temperatures.  Everything is green and the wild-
flowers are beautiful.  I am repeating my information on chain saw safety for those still working on their winter 
wood supply. 
 
1.   Know your chainsaw, READ the manual and understand its operation. 
2.    Personal protective equipment: 
         Hard hat-use when falling timber.  The hard hat can also protect from saw kickback. 

Chaps – these are made for chain saw use and protect the legs from cuts. 
Footwear- cut and slip resistant boots should be worn when using a saw. 
Safety goggles, glasses-always wear eye protection when using saws of any type, especially chain saws. 
Ear plugs- necessary when using any loud equipment. 
Hand protection - gloves, especially leather will protect the hands from cuts. 
Refueling – Use care with storage and the refueling of gasoline operated chainsaws 

Use proper outdoor electrical cords and care that you don’t trip over cords when using electric power 
chainsaws. 

3.    Equipment Maintenance - Sharpen, lubricate and adjust the chain according to 
        directions.  Always turn saw off after a cut and before setting it on the ground.  
4.    Use safe cutting techniques – avoid cutting with the saw above shoulder height.  The  
        manual  will also outline safe cutting techniques.   Ron Benson, Fire Chief, or Joe Reitz,  
        Design Review Committee can help you decide which trees can be cut.  Remember,  
        Always ask first!  Call the fire department and one of the members can review your lot for  
        defensible space. There are several good web sites that give good information on chainsaw  
        safety.  Keep a jug water nearby cutting area in case a fire starts from the sawing. 
5.    Emergency reminder – There is an emergency phone located in the winter parking lot and a  
        new phone at the phone terminal about halfway down the Alpine.  Do not hesitate to call for  
        emergency help.  The numbers are 862-9911 for the Arrowhead Fire Department and 911 for 
        Gunnison Emergency Medical Service.  These numbers are printed on the back of the new 
        Arrowhead Awareness booklet.  These numbers are for fire and medical emergencies only. 
        When you call the fire number it rings in 20 residents.  For non-emergency or information calls, 
        call security at 862-8262 or 209-6335(cell phone).   
 
This has been a busy summer for me and most of the residents.  A lot of friends and relatives have been visiting 
our little paradise to get away from the heat in other parts of the country.  Please be aware that your guests are 
coming to a high altitude and allow them to acclimate before going out trekking on the mountain trails.  They need 
to rest a day or two and keep well hydrated.  Remember George Hill’s recommendation of at least 8 glasses of wa-
ter a day and to limit alcohol and coffee.  Your guests should also bring any emergency supplies with them.  For 
those with insect sting allergies, an epi-pen is essential as we have a good supply of bees and stinging insects.  Re-
member we are 45 minutes from emergency medical help.  Simple home remedies for insect bites include: 
1. Cold compress or ice pack (never leave ice on skin for more than 15 min and always place a towel between 
 pack and skin). 
2. Meat tenderizer solution, mixed with 1 part meat tenderizer and 4 pts water. Apply with cotton ball. 
3. Baking soda paste applied to the bite. 
Topical steroid cream or calamine lotion with benadryl. 
If there is more swelling than just around the bite, emergency treatment will be needed especially if the bite is on 
the face or head.  Any difficulty in breathing is indication of a serious medical emergency.  Call 911!  Planning 
ahead will help you have a safe end enjoyable summer.    
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SIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 
The Sign Review Committee, sub committee of Design Review, is sending out a letter 
to property owners indicating the status of their signs.  Compiling pictures of each sign 
or noting the lack of a sign, and matching signs with current owners has been a long 
process.  The majority of the signs are in compliance with the new regulation.  The most 
consistent problem is that the sign can’t be seen in the winter above the snow or doesn’t 
have the street number.  Placing the street number higher on the post or painting the 
number on the upper crossbar of the sign can easily solve this problem.  Those owners 
who take down signs in the winter need to have their street number on the signpost so 
that it is above snow level during the winter.  This is necessary to facilitate an emer-
gency response on or near your property.  The new sign regulation has been revised in 
the Design Review regulations and can be found on the AIA web site.  The new sign 
regulation also reflects the Gunnison County Regulations for residential address code.   
In our mock fire evacuation drill, July 26, we discovered the necessity and usefulness of 
street signs identifying addresses. 
 
 If you need help with your sign, the AIA office (970 240-9599) will have a list of peo-
ple willing to make or modify signs. There will be a fee for this service.  When you have 
made the necessary corrections, please send a picture to the AIA office at Box 89, Mon-
trose, Co  81402 in care of Design Review, so we can update our database.   This has 
been a volunteer project and we hope that we have all the right signs with the right peo-
ple, but if we don’t, please notify the AIA office so we can correct our records.  The 
next Design Review meeting will be August 14, 10:00 at the firehouse. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sign Review Committee 
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Arrowhead Photo Contest Winners               
                                                                                                                        
Scenery          “Aspens’’   Berry  Paine                                 
Seasonal    (tie)      “Aspen  Leaves”   Linda Dysart  and  
      “Frosty Morning”   Cheri Ratliff                  
People and Activities      “Log Truck”    Bill Paine               
Pets                “Little Blue”   Lucia LeBon 
Wildlife                   “Baby Pine Martin”   Noreen Horwitz 
 
  The contest was a very enjoyable evening  and raised  $490.00 for the Fire Dept.  
Besides the contest, there was a silent auction held and residents could buy the photos  
on display.  The event took place May 13, 2006.  Beverages, appetizers and music topped 
off the evening.  
   Thanks go out to Cheri Ratliff, Shirley Ambruster, Stella Martin, Oscar Ratliff, Ralph 
Ambruster, the contestants, The Inn at Arrowhead for sponsoring it, and the community for 
supporting  the fund raiser.  Plans are being made to make this an annual event. 

YARD SALE 
652 Snowshoe Lane 
Labor Day Weekend 

 
For Sale:  Winter clothes 

Cross Country Skis 
Tools  

Miscellaneous 
 

Joyce George 
862-8260 
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COLUMBINE REALTY AT ARROWHEAD PRESENTS 

A ‘MAESTAS SIGNATURE HOME’ 
1303 HAZEL LAKE DRIVE 

NEW HOME UNDER CONSTRUCTION NOW 
AVAILABLE IN JUNE 

 
3,000 Sq. ft. one level home   Window package brings forest in 

2700 sq. ft. 5’ tall crawl space   Travertine and oak floors 

Handicap access halls and doors   Custom travertine/marble bathrooms 

700 sq. ft. master suite    Copper penny color metal hip roof 

Attached heated 2 car garage   two 10’ tall garage doors 

12’ ceilings, 8’ cherry doors   Minka Lavery Belcaro lighting pkg. 

Professional Viking kitchen   Bonus Room above garage 

Including:  36” Ref. 36” Freezer   Elevated washer/dryer in laundry 

45” cooktop, 36” oven, warming   Century fireplace w/ propane furnace  

Drawer Sharp microdrawer,   Covered front and back porches 

Two dishdrawer dishwashers   Sound/satellite in four rooms 

Glass-front Beverage center   HUGE master closet/dressing room 

Built-in coffee center, cherry cabinets  Guest room with own ¾ bath 

Coffered Copper tin ceiling/dining  Stop by and see it anytime 

Granite Kitchen countertops   Call Cathy at Columbine Realty 862-8224 

8’ x8’ kitchen island     Price:  $745,000 

 

Do you already live at Arrowhead in a less-than ideal home?  Come see this home, consider sell-
ing the one you’re in and moving right into this luxurious space.  We’ve tried to think of every-
thing to make your life at Arrowhead easy and updated.  We are in the finish stage now, so if you 
want to pick your carpet color, act fast and see this house ASAP.  
 Call Cathy at 970-862-8224 to arrange a showing. 
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#1 REALTOR FOR SALES AND LISTINGS  IN ARROW-

Charming Log Home Nestestled in the Forest 
3 bedrms, 2 baths, sunny great room, log stairs, 
detached garage w/workshop space. 

Perfect for a Get-Away Escape 
1 bedroom, plus loft, 1 bath, great room, wood-
burning stove, very cute! 

Spacious Home Ideal for Entertaining  
3 bedrms, 3 baths, 2-car heated garage, walkout 

Cabin in  the Woods 
2 bedrooms, 1-1/2 baths,  separate dining room, 
hot tub, woodburning stove & fireplace insert. 

Gorgeous Cabin with Designer Touches 
2 bedrms, 2 full baths, fully furnished, Jacuzzi 

Privacy and Mountain View 
3 bedrms, 2 baths, 1-car attached garage plus 
separate 2-car garage w/guest quarters above. 

Gorgeous 2-Acre Estate 
4 bedrms, 5baths,  3-1/2 car garage, furnished, 
expansive decks, ready for family and friends. 

Private Location Next to BLM 
3 bedrms, 2.5 baths, 2-car attached garage, fully 
furnished, vaulted ceiling, open beams. 

 

CONSIDERING A HOME IN ARROWHEAD? 
 

LOOK NO FURTHER FOR YOUR DREAM HOME OR CABIN 
 

WE HAVE A GREAT INVENTORY TO MEET YOUR NEEDS 
CALL US TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT   
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Fire Protection Zones—Tree Trimming 
Tree Removal—Lot Clearing 

Stump Grinding—Slash Removal 

   Serving Arrowhead property owners since 1993 
            “Let us take care of your tree needs”  
                      Serving Arrowhead Property Owners Since 1993 
       Ken Doss               insured              Will Hobson 
 970-209-5065                                  970-862-8239 
                              Cimarron, CO   
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 LOTS FOR SALE 
Our list of improved and/or unimproved lots 
changes almost daily.  Please call for an up to 
date listing. 

Want to SELL your lot or cabin, list with 
TAMARACK. 

862-8475 
 

850 BALSAM DRIVE 
Perfect setting – perfect size for your moun-
tain home.  1830sq.ft.3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
two levels with loft.  Cedar sided, open con-
cept, vaulted ceiling, wrap around deck.   
Built in 1999.  Appliances included.   Stor-
age shed.  Close to winter parking.           

$297,600 

 TAMARAK AT ARROWHEAD, INC. 
TAMARACK GROUP, INC. 

550 PONDEROSA WAY  CAROL BOND 
CIMARRON, CO 81220             and 
PH: 970-862-8375   WALT CARNETT 
FAX: 970-862-8475      E-MAIL:  WDC13@EARTHLINK.NET 

 

461 Rim Road 
Fabulous custom built home, 2854 Sq. Ft. with 3 
bedrooms and 2 baths on three levels.  Large 
family room with pool table.  Lots of wood 
charm, vaulted open concept.  Roomy laundry/
mud room winter entry.  Workshop and storage 
area.   Secluded park-like setting, mixed pine & 
aspen.  Beautiful, clean, well kept grounds with 
rock garden.  A bargain at $369. 000. 
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 Wildflower Realty at Arrowhead 
Sally Casad, Broker 
1800 Spruce Road 

Mail: P. O. Box 100 
Cimarron, CO 81220 

970 862-8201 
 

A new Arrowhead location south of the firehouse at 1800 Spruce Road 
970 862-8201 email sally@wildflowerrealty.com 

 
Gary Dietmeyer     John Hollenbaugh 
403 Dressell Drive     4050 Ptarmigan Piazza 
Grand Junction, CO 81503    Grand Junction, CO 81506 
Arrowhead 291 Crest Dr. 862-8293 
Cell 970 250-4405     Cell 970 361-1577 
email:  gdietmeyer@hotmail.com    email: land1@peoplepc.com 
 

Call anytime!  We have some great listings! 
 

A view to the southwest of snow capped mountains, lots of aspen at edge of the development with noth-
ing but common in front of you.  1155 Spruce Road, Associate Brokers property L1B10F1 
$75,000. 

2) Two adjacent affordable View lots at 130 & 140 Ridge - $74,900 each, one has 
 RV septic both with nice trees and views to the East. 
121 Crest Drive L1B2F3 beautiful trees at road for privacy with open natural meadow near center pin.  

Associate Brokers property $49,500. 
Acres of common ground plus West view.  Very private with good level site for your dream home.  603 

Crest Drive L13B8F3 $84,900. 
Great lot with easy slope for daylight basement design.  Open view East no cleanup necessary, ready to 

go.  690 Crest Drive L13B11F3 $75,000 
 

SPECIAL OFFERING BROKERS OWN LOT:  
Long private graveled drive with acres of common ground leading to Hazel Lake.  All utilities installed.  
Check it out on your map, it is a “one of a kind”!   

Lot 41, Block 14, Filing 2 at 903 Hazel Lake Drive $100,000 
 
An affordable mountain cabin fully furnished and a bargain at $185,000.  Nice design with two bed-
rooms on main level plus loft.  Give it your personal touches and get ready to enjoy Arrowhead now!  
270 Spruce Road, L4B3F1 

V 
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FINE ITEMS BROKERAGE, INC. 
Dealer for HARRISTONE 

World’s Most beautiful 
Authentic  -   Looking 

Synthetic Stone 
Jim Darnell, 1150 Spruce Rd. (970) 862-8298   

Columbine Realty at Arrowhead, LLC 
     
 
Cathy Maestas, Broker-Owner 
                  970-862-8224 
 
  columbinerealtyatarrowhead.ws 
columbinerealtyatarrowhead@yahoo.com 
   
 Year-round resident welcomes your  
          listings and referrals 

 

 
Need more Info? 
Visit our website 
Arrowhead1.com 

Or 
Email:  aia@arrowhead1.com 
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PROVIDING PREMIUM SERVICES... 

Gary RLI & Kari Hepner 
Broker Associates...And 

Arrowhead Property Owners 

Office: (970) 249-2449 
Toll: (800) 395-0114 
Gary Cell: (970) 270-0363 
Kari Cell: (970) 270-0285 
Home: (970) 323-9000 
2023 S. Townsend ● Montrose  
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated 

GARY’S SPECIALTIES: 
●Farm & Ranch/Land   ●Commercial   ●Investment 

KARI’S SPECIALTIES:  
●Residential   ●New Construction   ●Investment 

HepnerHomeTeam.com 

Protect Your Investment…  
Hire Full-Time, Experienced Agents  

Who Are Willing To Work Hard and Smart! 

HIRE GARY & KARI HEPNER 

NOTICE 
 
All real estate advertised herein is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Law.  The Ar-
rowhead Improvements Association and its 
publication “Smoke Signals”, will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is a violation of the law, both 
Federal or State.  If you feel you have been 
discriminated against call the Colorado 
Civil Rights Division at 248-7329 or HUD 
303-844-6158 or 1-800-669-6977 
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