
2012 J A N U A R Y 2012

Arrowhead has always been 
closely tied to the town of 
Cimarron,  Colorado.  Today we 
rely on it and its postmaster,  
Jimmy Newberry, for our mail.   
But Cimarron has a past that 
goes beyond its sleepy 
appearance.  Google Cimarron, 
Colorado and you'll find scant 

information.   Wikipedia only says 
this- "Cimarron is an 
unincorporated town and US 
Post Office in Montrose 
County, Colorado.  The 
Cimarron Post Office has the 
zip code of 81220.

Cimarron is a small community 
on the Cimarron River just 

south of the Black Canyon of 
the Gunnison and just outside 
of Curecanti National 
Recreation Area,  The D & RG 
Narrow Gauge Trestle crosses 
the Cimarron River Gorge just 
northeast of town, and is on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places(#76000172)".

CIMARRON, COLORADO

RANCHING THE CEMETERY TRAINS & DAM

MOUNTAIN L IVING

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cimarron,_Colorado
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cimarron,_Colorado
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Cimarron, Colorado

"Round up" on the Cimarron, a 
print from c. 1898, showing one 
of the large musters of cattle 
done in the days before barbed 
wire, fences, and easy access to 
transport ended the necessity 
for the practice.
.

RANCHING 

A LIVESTOCK SHIPPING 

HUB 

As the mining boom 

declined, ranching took on 

greater significance in 

Cimarron history. Both sheep 

and cattle were run in the 

open lands of the Cimarron 

Valley and surrounding hills. 

Cimarron became a major 

livestock shipping center, 

with corrals covering over 

7500 square feet adjacent to 

the railroad siding. Local 

ranchers would typically 

drive their stock to Cimarron 

and timed their arrival to 

allow immediate loading of 

animals; there were no 

feeding facilities at the 

corrals here. Shipment of 

livestock was concentrated in 

the spring and fall, with 

animals being moved either 

to market (usually Kansas 

City), a winter range in the 

desert areas around Grand 

Junction, Colorado, or into 

Utah.

CIMARRON IN 1883

Information courtesy of the NPS



SQUIRRELL  TALES
with thanks to 
Jim Squirrell, Cheri Ratliff and 
Ofeliz Vandenbosch
 
Jim Squirrell, who developed Arrowhead 
on his family ranch some 30+ years ago, 
gave a talk on his family history at a 
community dinner in the fall of 2006. 
Ofeliz Vandenbosch was kind enough to 
transcribe it so that we have it for posterity. 
Here is an excerpt from that talk.  
 
 

DAD STARTS CATTLE BUSINESS… 
 
At about that time, we got in the cattle business, Dad put all his homesteads 
together and the Eva Fitzpatrick Ranch, and we got in the cattle business.  My 
fatherʼs partner was an old man called Sam Eskinos.  Now Sam Eskinos was a 
cattle buyer, a Jewish gentleman from Denver; he was a great cattle buyer.  We 
would run the cattle, and Sam bought the cattle.  What he would do is go down to 
Mexico and Texas in the real early spring, like February or March, hopefully during 
a drought period.  And, heʼd buy longhorn steers and ship them to us.  Those 
steers were loaded on railcars all over the country, and they ended up in Cimarron, 
Colorado.  Benny Veoʼs store, down there where the junkyard is, used to be the old 
stockyard.  Those cattle cars would come there.  Weʼd get a telegram saying we got 
500 steers coming in, and those cars would be there.  So, we would go down with 
our horses and pick them up.  It was a little, narrow gage railroad and those cattle 
cars were just little cattle cars.  But we had a whole train full of them.  The thing 
about them that always upset me is that we always had a certain percentage of 
loss.  When youʼd go down to pick up those starving steers and bring them out of 
those cars, they were skin and bones.  They had monstrous horns and were just a 
rack of hide and bones.  Weʼd empty those cars out then ride in and there would be 
maybe two or three that were lying in the cars that had died.  Weʼd throw a rope on 
their horns and drag them out of the cars.  Those poor old steers had really had a 
rough ride.  Anyway, weʼd pick what was left – which was most of them – and we 
would herd them up to the ranch which was the valley down here where the 
meadow and our old house was.  Weʼd herd them up there, and then later on weʼd 
move them on up.  In those days, the Alpine Road  wasnʼt here at all.  So, weʼd 
bring them up the back way.  When they arrived, the first thing they saw was Hazel 
Lake.  Those crazy old steers would run out in that lake and pretty soon the entire 
lake was covered with cows.  They were clear up to their  necks!  They had never 
seen so much water in their lives, and they were so glad to see it.   

Jim's father, Donald Squirrell, 
branding cattle



Sheep gained an economic 
advantage over cattle in the long 
run.  Because herds were more 
prolific than cattle and could exist 
on drier grasslands in more 
temperature extremes than cattle, 
their numbers grew.  Also, the 
prices for mutton and wool 
remained more stable that for 
beef; therefore, ranching sheep 
became a more stable way to 
make money. 
Children of ranchers were often 
educated at home by the mother.  
There were very few schools 
early on and most ranches were 
too far from towns to participate in 
formal education. Wealthier 
ranchers would often send their 
children to eastern boarding 
schools and colleges for 
education.   The informal 
education of survival was more 
important.  Whether you were the 
child of a cattle or sheep rancher, 
you would have a practical 
education in the care of animals 
and the equipment needed to run 
a ranch.  

The ranchers of Colorado, 
whether of cattle or sheep, were 
isolated as they tended to the 
herds. The isolation bred 
independence and self reliance.  
Women and children worked 
alongside the men and earned 
respect and prestige in 
the ranching world. The freedom 
to ride, own property and vote 
came earlier to the women of the 
West due to this culture and belief 
of independence. Land ownership 
and water rights to the land were 
very important and as the territory  
grew, many of the ranchers 
positioned themselves in the 
political make up of Colorado. 
Eventually, cowmen learned that 
sheep were profitable and they 
began raising sheep along with 
the cattle. The sheep improved 
the soil with their hooves and 
fertilized the grass with their 
droppings. They also ate some of 
the weeds and short grasses the 
cattle spurned.  Furthermore, 
having sheep, whose market 
prices were more stable, helped 
the rancher remain financially stable. 

On the old Stock Drive behind Arrowhead on the BLM 
you'll find the Basque shepherds carvings on the aspens!

BASQUE  SHEPHERDS'
ARBORGLYPHS

SEBASTIAN GARCIA
ESPANOL (SPAIN)

"KILROY"
A FAMOUS WWII GRAFFITI

JUN 1939

JOHNNY CASTRO



THE CIMARRON CEMETERY

ONE FASCINATING STOP IN 
CIMARRON IS THE CIMARRON 
CEMETERY, LOCATED BEHIND THE 
POST OFFICE. 

USUALLY OVERLOOKED AS ONE 
MAKES A QUICK MAIL STOP, THE 
CEMETERY OFFERS A GLIMPSE 
INTO A BIT OF CIMARRON'S OLD 
WEST HISTORY.



THE CIMARRON CEMETERY



CIMARRON, 
COLORADO

Cimarron Canyon 
Rail Exhibit

PLEASE NOTE: Engine 278 and the other rail cars have been temporarily removed from 

the trestle for restoration purposes.

At the mouth of Cimarron Creek, just upstream from where it spills into the Gunnison 

River, stands a reminder of bygone days in railroading. Locomotive #278, its coal tender, 

a boxcar, and caboose stand atop the last remaining railroad trestle along the Black 

Canyon of the Gunnison route. What can now be seen in this exhibit is an excellent 

example of rolling stock railroad cars used on this branch of the Denver & Rio Grande 

(D&RG) Narrow Gauge Railroad in its heyday.

THE TRESTLE 

The trestle is called a "steel deck span" bridge. It was constructed in 1895, replacing the 

original wooden Howe truss design trestle (circa 1882). The "new" trestle's four spans 

incorporated a metal Pratt truss and three girder sections brought from other locations 

on the Denver & Rio Grande line. The original stone abutments (no longer visible) and 

piers date back to the era of the wooden trestle. The west abutment was cut into solid 

rock, while the east one and the three piers were constructed of stone masonry. As 

originally designed and constructed, the trestle itself was 288 feet in length. Telegraph 

lines (reconstructed) can be seen extending from the ties on the south side of the trestle. 

For many years it was fairly common to see trestles used in this manner for stringing 

telegraph lines along railroad routes.

 

Did You Know?

The Curecanti Needle has long been a defining symbol and 

landmark of this region. In 1882, the Denver and Rio Grande 

Railroad entered the Black Canyon and promptly designated 

the Curecanti Needle as their symbol. "
Information courtesy of the NPS



Changing times in 
Cimarron
At the western end of the 
narrow gauge's route through 
the Black Canyon was 
Cimarron. During the 
construction, Cimarron was a 
tent city, but soon became a 
little town of 300-500 people 
whose livelihood and schedule 
revolved around the trains. 
Here were housed the train 
relief crews, the roundhouse 
with the engines that would 
push the trains west up the 
steep Cerro Summit toward 
Montrose, the restaurant that 
would have 20 minutes to feed 
passengers, and the railroad's 
hotel for those staying longer. 

After mining decreased in the 
Gunnison region, stockmen 
continue to gather at Cimarron 
to ship their cattle and sheep 
to market via the Denver and 
Rio Grande Railroad. As 
technology quickly changed, 
the narrow gauge railroad 
became a thing of the past. 
Improved highways and large 
trucks gradually replaced the 
railroad, and the corrals and 
rail yards of Cimarron grew 
empty. In 1949, a scenic 
excursion train ran from 
Gunnison to Cimarron. This 
was the last train to travel the 
tracks through the Black 
Canyon, and shortly thereafter 
the rails, ties, and corrals were 
removed. The depot, 
roundhouse, saloons, ice 
plant, and individual homes 
have also disappeared from 
the old Cimarron townsite.

Today, the National Park 
Service maintains a visitor 
center, campground and picnic 
area where the railroad town 
of Cimarron once existed.

Loading 
lambs on 
the railway 
at 
Cimarron

Information courtesy of the NPS

Scenic excursion train in the Black Canyon

Livestock 
loading 

corrals- NPS 
exhibit at 
Cimerron 



THE MORROW POINT DAM 
CONTROLLED SPILLING IN 
SPRING

MORROW POINT DAM
Completed in 1967, Morrow 
Point Dam is 12 miles below 
Blue Mesa Dam, creating a 
deep, narrow reservoir 
between the steep walls of 
the Black Canyon. The dam 
is a concrete, double 
curvature, thin arch dam 
469ft. high. It was the first 
dam of its type built by the 
BOR, and makes an 
impressive site standing tall 
in the canyon. The primary 
function of Morrow Point 
Dam is the production of 
hydroelectricity. With two 
83,000kw generators, its 
power capacity is 
172,000kw, almost twice the 
power capacity of Blue Mesa 
Dam. Morrow Point Dam can 
be viewed from the Mesa 
Creek Trailhead at Cimarron.

Take a boat ride into the 
Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison
Join a park ranger for a 
leisurely 1½ hour boat tour 
on the Morrow Point 
Reservoir. You will travel into 
the famous Black Canyon of 
the Gunnison, learning about 
geology, wildlife, early 
inhabitants, the narrow-
gauge railroad, dams, and 
reservoirs. Be sure to bring 
your camera!

TOUR TIMES
Tours run twice a day at 
10:00 am and 12:30 pm 
everyday except Tuesday. 
Tours begin around the 
beginning of June and end 
after Labor Day. (Start dates 
are influenced by spring 
runoff and releases from 
Blue Mesa Dam. Please call 
(970) 641-2337 ext. 205 for 
start dates.)

The Morrow Point Dam and Morrow Point Boat Tour

THE TOUR

NPS RANGER CURT & BOAT 
OPERATOR TOM YANGO

THE CURECANTI NEEDLE

THE BLACK CANYON 
WALLS

THE BOAT

Information courtesy of the NPS



THE MORROW POINT BOAT TOUR

THE MORROW POINT BOAT TOUR IS JUST ONE 
OF THE MANY THINGS TO ENJOY CLOSE TO 
ARROWHEAD! 

ARROWHEAD OWNER, CURT TREICHEL, 
IS ONE OF THE NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 
RANGERS THAT LEAD THE BOAT TOURS!  IF YOU 
HAVEN'T HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE THIS 
TOUR YET, MARK IT ON YOUR CALENDAR OF 
SUMMER FUN.  YOU WON'T BE DISAPPOINTED!

Arrowhead's own Big Blue Creek enters 

the Morrow Point Reservoir!

The Curecanti Needle

Chipeta Falls


